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The summer season is always a blessing for our 
Home. Our Residents especially love the season for 
the warm weather. It gives us more opportunity to 
enjoy activities outside. As a family we love to have 
picnics outside. Instead of eating lunch indoors, we 
have cookouts on our front patio. Staff, Residents, and 
volunteers come together to enjoy grilled burgers and 
hot dogs, potato salad, baked beans, and a Resident 
favorite, watermelon! 

In the summer months we do as much as we can 
outside: popsicles on the patio, ice cream socials, corn 
hole in the yard, and attending Cincinnati Red’s games 
when we can! Residents below describe some of their 
favorite summer activities:

Resident Jo Marie Affeldt talks about her need to 
“take it easy” in the summer. “I like to watch the birds; 
it was one of my favorite things to do back home in 

Cape Cod.” She also enjoys sitting out in the sun, but 
is careful not to sit too long in direct sunlight. 

Carol Pfeiffer loves to sunbathe. She has the 
tendency to tan very easily in the summer and enjoys 
sitting on the patio to soak in the sun. “In the past 
I would love to go see fireworks. I would go to the 
fireworks at St. Bernard.” Residents venture to local 
ice cream parlors and go out to eat often. Carol said 
she always orders a vanilla chocolate swirl cone when 
they get ice cream.

“I love to people watch,” says Lupe de los Santos. 
She used to sit outside on her breaks at work and 
just watch the crowd walking by. “I am also really 
good at corn hole for some reason.” Resident Joe 
Zoller added the idea of picnics and grill outs. They  
both agreed that eating outside was a favorite  
summer activity. 

Warm Weather, Bright Smiles

SAVE THE DATE
August 20, 2016 

2 p.m. 
Talent Show

**New Event** 
October 12, 2016 

Little Sisters of the 
Poor Charitable 

Night at Rivertown 
Brewery

       Resident  Jo Marie enjoying ice cream outside. Residents Lupe and Joe enjoying the patio. 

Summer Activities at Our Home
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Meet Father Rob Waller, diocesan priest, has chosen 
to include the Little Sisters of the Poor in his will.  “As 
a young seminarian at St. Gregory Seminary,” says Fr. 
Rob, “I was required to volunteer somewhere for one 
semester.  A friend had volunteered with the Little 
Sisters a year ahead of me, so I decided I’d go there too. 
Little did I know how the spirt of the Little Sisters of the 
Poor settles in your bones.”

Once his “volunteer” service time was completed, 
he continued to help at the original Home on Florence 
Avenue.  One summer in college he was even hired to 
be the activity director and altar server for all funerals. 
He celebrated his first Mass in the chapel of the original 
Riddle Road Home on May 31, 1975.  One and a half 
years later, his dad moved into the Home, living with 
the Sisters for 19 years. His mom moved into St. Paul’s Home and lived there for 5 years.  

“I want my will to express my gratitude for the care and prayer under which my parents 
lived and died. I want others to live under their care and prayer.”

Mr. Ralph Luebbe, a life-long west side resident and businessman, tells his story.
“I wanted to make sure the Sisters would have funds to carry on their good works, even 

after I’m gone,” said Ralph Luebbe, a member of the St. Jeanne Jugan Legacy Society.  “I 
turned 85 in March,” continued Mr. Luebbe, “and they have an excellent Home. I know; 
my sister lives there.”

Mr. Luebbe first met the Sisters when they came to St. Xavier Church downtown, 
asking for donations for the Residents. He is a graduate of Xavier University and has 
his Master’s degree in mathematics from the University of Cincinnati. He taught math at 
Xavier University and then went to work for Kiechler Manufacturing Company, a family-
owned sheet metal company. A faith-filled gentleman, he has done his part to ensure that 
the neediest of the elderly would always be well cared for.

Mary Elizabeth Rea (not pictured) has another story.  Her mother shopped at a corner 
grocery store in northern Kentucky. As a child, she remembered seeing the “Begging 
Sisters” come to the store for their Residents. One time a Sister picked up an orange and 
put it back down; it was too expensive.  After all, this was during the Depression. Since 
her father had a job, her mother asked the owner to fill a basket with oranges to give to the 
Little Sisters. Her mother paid for the oranges and Betty learned from her example the joy 
of helping those in need.

Betty celebrated her 90th birthday in January, 2016 and is still active, “even if getting 
from here to there takes a little longer,” she said. “I always remember what my mother 
showed me; give to others who are in need. That’s why I have included the Little Sisters of the Poor in my will.”

Making an impact through naming the Little Sisters of the Poor as a “payable on death” beneficiary of your estate would enable your caring 
wishes to continue. For more information about you can help continue the mission of the Little Sisters of the Poor you can check the box on the 
return envelope or email devcincinnati@littlesistersofthepoor.org or call the Development Office at (513) 281-8001, ext. 180.

What will your last word in life be?  How will you let your last wishes be known and faithfully carried out? Creating your own legacy so that 
the Spirit of Caring continues after you have died, is a basic way to ensure that your wishes and last words, continue along with your caring ways. 
Here are a few of the folks who are members of the St. Jeanne Jugan Legacy Society, a group that includes all those who have chosen to remember 
the Little Sisters of the Poor after life. 

How to Have the Last Word
Leaving a Legacy at St. Paul’s Home

Mr. Ralph Luebbe

Fr. Rob Waller

“I want my will 
to express my 

gratitude for the 
care and prayer 
under which my 

parents lived and 
died. I want others 
to live under their 
care and prayer.”



Did you know that St. Paul’s Home has a gift shop 
and a retail store? Longtime volunteer and Jeanne 
Jugan Associate Eugene Oliverio “manages” both 
shops here in the building. Both stores are open 
weekly; all proceeds from the shops are used in areas 
of need throughout the Home. 

The gift shop is run by Eugene, but it is staffed 
daily by Resident Claire Crawford. Claire has lived 
at the Home for almost 14 years now. She has been 
in charge of the gift shop for 10 of those years. She 
opens the gift shop daily from 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm. 
If you are ever in the building outside of those times, 
you can have the front desk call Claire to see if she is 
available to open the shop for you! 

Our gift shop features gift cards of all kinds, 
trinkets, candles, and much more. Items in the store 
are always changing depending on the time of year.

Eugene also runs the thrift store called “Chez 
Eugene.” It is mostly open Friday afternoons but 
sometimes it is open other days of the week. To 
check on when Chez Eugene is open, just look for the 
sign that is posted on the elevators when he is here.

Chez Eugene is on the ground floor of the building. 
It is a consignment shop full of movies, books, 
clothes, shoes, purses, and much more. The average 
price for items is $3.00!  Residents are also able to 
enjoy 50% off at the store. A lot of times furniture is 
available for sale out of Chez Eugene. 

We invite you to visit us at either store. Both stores’ 
proceeds go back into the care of the Residents of 
our Home. 

BY: TORI KADISH 
Laundry Supervisor

Elizabeth (Betty) Berger is the longest 
residing Resident, living at St. Paul’s 
Home for 38 years. She shares that she 
has lived on every floor here, except 
one. She originally lived in independent 
living and now lives on one of our 
nursing units. “I think we are blessed 
here. We get good care, good meals, and 
good medical care from the nurses and 
doctors.” 

Betty grew up in Northside and 
was the oldest of three children. Her 
father, Joseph, and mother, Helen, were 
members of St. Boniface Church. The 
children were baptized there. Betty’s 
little sister Joan died as an infant from 
pneumonia. Betty’s little brother George 
was born with cerebral palsy and died at 
the age of seven. Though the family was 
heartbroken from their deaths, Betty 
says they did well as a small family unit.  

Betty had to carry on as the only child. 
She recalls good times with her mother 
and father and their family brown and 
white Collie named Shep, who ate right 

at the table with them. She lost her 
mother at a young age as well and her 
father became ill with kidney disease.  
Betty stayed home and cared for her 
father until he died of kidney failure. It 
was an aunt and uncle who suggested 
that she come to live at The Little Sisters 
of the Poor where she is now part of a 
large family. 

“Everyday living here is exciting to 
me. I think this is a nice home to live in. 
I am so grateful to be here. Sister brings 
me Holy Communion daily and I am 
thankful for that too.” 

Betty loves to collect stuffed animals 
and angels. It is a joy to see her walking 
down the hall with her stuffed animals 
in tow in her walker basket. She also 
enjoys attending the Winter Ball every 
year. Her cousin Cathy and husband 
Tom love to join her at the dance.

Betty will turn 84 in August. When 
asked what advice she would give to 
the other Residents here she says, “Take 
good care of yourself and eat good 
meals.” Good advice for all of us, Betty! 
Cheers to you for being our longest 
residing part of the family. We love you!

Longtime Resident Betty Time to Shop
Gift Shop and Thrift Store38 Years at St. Paul’s Home

Claire Crawford working in the Gift Shop

Betty with her cousins and Sr. Jeanne at the 2016 Winter Ball

ST. PAUL’S HOME
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Our Needs

Upcoming Events

Donor Spotlight

After a year of planning, we are ready to start a massive renovation on the bathing units here 
at the Home. Our “Bathhouses to Bathing Suites” project is a $260,000 endeavor. So far we 
have raised $81,000 thanks to grants and your generosity from last year’s Summer Raffle! 

You can continue to help us complete the project by buying a building “brick.” These are 
symbolic bricks that will be on display in the lobby as we come together to help build this 
project. You can donate a brick to be in your family’s name or another name of your choosing. 
There are three sizes of bricks: $25, $50, and $100.  

Thank you to the Jeff Wyler Family Foundation for their donation to support our Bath House 
Renovation project. The Jeff Wyler Automotive Family has full service dealerships in Ohio, 
Indiana and Kentucky. Thank you, Mr. Wyler, for your support of the Little Sisters of the Poor.

Little Sisters of the Poor Charitable Night  
October 12, 2016, 4 p.m. – 7 p.m. 

Join us for a new event in the fall. We are partnering with GE to host a Charitable Night at 
Rivertown Brewery. An ExBEERience tour with beer up for auction as well as a chance at 
split the pot. Check our website for more details to come!                               

I cannot express how grateful we are 
for your ongoing support! We have been 
blessed to continue to receive so much 
from all of you. Thank you!

We are happy to welcome a new Sister 
to our Home, Sr. Dora. Coming from our 
Home in Kansas City, Sr. Dora is already 
at home here in Cincinnati.

June is the month of the Sacred Heart. 
Those who have hearts full of love 
continue to give to us. The generosity of 
our friends and family is impetus for us 
to continue our mission to care for the 
elderly of Cincinnati. We celebrate the 
month of the Sacred Heart acknowledging 
all those who have given so readily to us 
and for that we are humbled.

We are excited to finally be able to 
start the bathhouse project. After a long 
planning period, we are happy to watch 
the transformation underway. The new 
bathing areas will be a great addition to 
the exceptional care of our Residents. The 
bathing areas will offer more privacy and 
comfort for our Residents which is a large 
part of their quality of life. 

This project would not have even been 
possible without your generosity. Thank 
you so much for living this journey with 
us and we will continue to keep you 
updated as the project progresses! 

May you have an enjoyable summer. 
The Sisters and I will be praying for you 
as the sun filled days continue. God bless! 

Mother Francis Gabriel, LSP 

A Simple Note 
Mother Francis Gabriel

Visit us at www.littlesistersofthepoorcincinnati.org

Sr. Mary Imelda with Resident Evelyn at one of the current tubs

From Bathhouses to Bathing Suites


