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New Face, New Joy, New Life
A Vocation Story
For a short period of time this winter, 

we were blessed to have a novice in our 
Home. What is a novice? Novice is a 
term that is used for a young woman 
who is in the beginning stages of 
formation as a Little Sister of the Poor. 
As a novice, a young woman officially 
becomes a member of the Congregation 
and goes through an intense two year 
period of prayer and study to deepen 
her relationship with the Lord, her 
understanding of consecrated life, and 
her love of the Congregation. During 
this period a novice spends several 
weeks in one of the homes to gain direct 
experience of our mission and the day-to-
day life of a Little Sister. 

For a few weeks in February we were 
joined by Sr. Teresa Mary. We have been 
honored to have this sprout of joy in 
our building as Sr. Teresa continues her 
journey.

Many Residents described Sr. Teresa 

as very friendly, sweet, nice, and always 
cheerful. “I and many others appreciate 
her voice. She is very well spoken and 
speaks clearly, which those of us who are 
hard of hearing really like. I really hate to 
see her go,” describes Claire Crawford, a 
Resident of the home. Another Resident, 
Ted Wartman, says that Sr. Teresa is 
always happy and has a “ready smile.” He 
continues, saying that she “sings hymns 
in the elevator with the Residents, she 
has a wonderful voice.” 

Having a novice with us here in 
Cincinnati is a rare privilege and because 
of this we asked Sr. Teresa to share her 
story.

“Since I was 8 years old I have had 
an attraction to religious life,” she 
reflects. “I believe it grew from going 
to Catholic school and watching the 
Sound of Music. My time in school also 
helped me develop a love for the elderly. 
I participated in an after school program 

called Kids Who Care, which involved 
students partaking in various charitable 
activities such as canned food drives 
for the hungry and holding fairs to 
raise funds for the missions. A majority 
of these activities were devoted to the 
elderly. So, twice a month, we would visit 
residents in local nursing homes.” 

Sr. Teresa explains that as she grew 
older, her attraction to religious life and 
her love for working with the elderly 
persisted. “Throughout high school 
and college I continued to visit nursing 
homes and I would help serve meals in 
the dining rooms,” she recounts. “When 
it came to exploring my call to a religious 
life, I interacted with a few different 
congregations. I never really felt a spark 
with any of them, but as the years went by 
I grew in my faith and matured until God 
revealed His marvelous plan with me.“

“I was attending the Catholic 
continued on page 3
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Driving with Care
Outings are a vital part of our Residents’ lives. 

Thanks to the activity department, Residents are 
able to get out and explore Cincinnati through 
shopping trips, lunch days, Cincinnati Symphony 
excursions and Reds games! The activity team plans 
and organizes these trips, but we would not be able 
to do them without a driver! 

Brother Ken has been the bus driver for our home 
for over thirty years. “This is the fourth bus I have 
driven for the Sisters. I used to drive for the Little 
Sisters’ home in Detroit,” explains Brother Ken. 

Brother Ken has been a Franciscan for over 
fifty years! He has worked for Franciscan Media 
in maintenance and used to work at St. Anthony 
Messenger Press. 

“My first experience with the Little Sisters was in 
the 40’s when my grandmother lived at the home 
on Florence Avenue in Cincinnati. After working in 
other areas of the U.S. I came back to Cincinnati in 
1984 and immediately reached out to the Sisters.” 

Brother Ken has a CDL license, as he used to 
drive a forty passenger school bus when he helped 
the Sisters in Detroit. Because he holds this special 
skill, he has been the ONLY driver for our home for 
the past five years. In 2019 we were able to upgrade 
to a new bus that does not require a CDL license for 
outings. 

This opens up our eligible drivers to those who 
might be interested in driving to relieve Brother 
Ken. If interested contact our home! Thank you 
Brother Ken for your continued support! 

Angela, Jessica, Rhonnie, Jolene, Marilyn

Gratitude at the Front Door
Staff Highlight: Receptionists

When you enter our home you are always greeted with a smiling 
face. Our front desk is the hub of our home and the receptionists 
who work at the desk are responsible for many of the important 
duties involved in caring for Residents at our home. They direct 
personnel, transfer all incoming calls to the appropriate person, 
and keep track of all people who come in and out of the building, 
including Residents. 

Right now we have five different receptionists: Jolene, Rhonnie, 
Marilyn, Jessica and Angela. Jolene has been with us for ten years! 
She is a huge dog lover and spends much of her leisure time training 
her doggies, as she calls them. “I love to share stories with the 
Residents and their families, learning about their background and 
lives before coming here.” Jolene is our veteran receptionist so you 
have probably seen her. 

Rhonnie and Marilyn are both relatively new to the desk, each 
began working with us about a year ago. Marilyn enjoys the time 
she spends getting to know each of our Residents and their families. 
“I am a very family oriented person. I love to plan gatherings 
for my family for birthdays, weddings, reunions, you name it!” 
Rhonnie shares the same sentiments, “I love the atmosphere here, 
the Residents and their families.” Even though Rhonnie says she is a 
“homebody” she enjoys the relationships she has made here.

Jessica has been at the reception desk for less than a year. She 
enjoys the Residents and their families, but especially enjoys the 
comradery she feels with her coworkers. “I love to read and spend 
time with my children enjoying the outdoors as much as we can.”

Angela has been at the Little Sisters for three years. She began in 
the activity department and switched to the front desk when she 
needed to lighten her physical load. Now she is no longer full-time 
but you might see her from time to time filling in during vacations. 
“Seeing the Residents smile makes me smile in my heart!”

These five ladies make our home complete as the first and last 
people you see when you come to visit St. Paul’s Home. We are so 
grateful to have such friendly and beautiful faces to encounter on a 
daily basis. Thank you!
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University of America in Washington D.C. for graduate studies 
and one day after Mass a woman approached me. She told me 
that I should look into the Little Sisters of the Poor and maybe 
I would begin a vocation with them. Although I was thrilled 
by the idea, it still took me several months to take serious steps 
to respond to the suggestions. When I finally gave in to the 
thought, I recall a great sense of peace came over me after I talked 
with the Sisters at the home in Washington D.C.”

“I continued the path of this peaceful feeling and began to 
volunteer at the home there. Each and every time I left I felt like 
I was on cloud nine! This led to what I called a Come and See 
weekend,” she recounts, adding that throughout the weekend 
she experienced immense happiness. 

“The desires of my heart found fulfillment as I devoted my 
time, attention and energy to the Residents at the home. Joy 
overcame me as I shared in the gift of fraternal life with the 
Sisters. At the end of the weekend, I asked God if this was his 
will for me. I sensed that indeed it was and he had in a way said 
“yes.” A confirmation of this sense came to me at Mass on that 
last day; the responsorial was ‘Here I am, Lord, I come to do 
your will’!”

Sr. Teresa concludes by sharing  how she followed her heart. “I 
still can recall with great joy when I made my desires known to 
the Sisters, who were receptive and happy to receive this news. 
Not too long after this, I found myself before the Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament, shedding tears of blissful happiness. In his 
providential timing, I finally said YES to his proposal to be his 
bride!”

continued from page 1

Blooming Energies
Imagine the grass growing and showing a distinct green, flower buds beginning to erupt, sunshine warming the cold 
air, and birds chirping again, enjoying the warmer temperatures. Our Residents LOVE to just sit in the sunshine on 
warmer days, enjoy ice cream on the patio, venture down to watch a Reds game, and just watching flowers bloom 
but right now they are watching Spring come alive from windows during the growing concern of COVID-19. The 
energy in our home changes with warm weather and we are trying to keep the move to a more positive energy inside 
for Spring! Residents have been visiting with family and friends virtually to keep spirits high. The Activity and Music 
Therapy Departments have been our saving grace. Both teams have been offering safe and recommended ways to keep 
residents engaged. We thank you all for your support through this and we cannot wait to get outside and enjoy the 
warm weather when this is all over!
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Dear Friends,
To say we are treading into unfamiliar 

territory would be an understatement 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

So many ask, “What is God trying to 
tell us?!” Of course we know the answer is 
to pray and to reach out to our neighbors 
while performing works of charity. 

We are so grateful for the calls we have 
received inquiring if we are in need of 
anything. This outpouring of support 
during this time reaffirms your generosity 
and faithful commitment to help God’s 
elderly poor.

The following words of St. Athanasius 
certainly bring meaning to our lives: “By 
the sacrifice of his own body, Christ did 
two things: He put an end to the law of 
death which barred our way and He made 
a new ‘beginning of life’ for us; by giving 
us the hope of resurrection.” The result 
of this phrase is witnessed here at Little 
Sisters.

Back in late October, our faithful 
volunteer, Joe Schnirring, planted 
hundreds of tulip bulbs in our gardens. As 
they germinate during the winter months, 
they soon will bring new life as spring 
begins. Is not this idea true with our own 
lives? 

When the seed of our faith germinates, 
it soon will bud forth this Easter season. 
It is in this time of year we experience the 
results of our Lenten practice. 

Once this is all over we invite you to visit 
our home, especially when all the beautiful 
flowers are in full bloom. Please be assured 
of our prayers and the prayers of our dear 
Residents, whom you support. God bless 
and protect you and your loved ones. 

Gratefully,

Sr. Marie Edward
Mother Superior

save the date
 Legacy Dinner 

The View, Mt. Adams – 5:30 p.m.  
Join us as we honor our Humanitarians and Volunteers of the Year.

POSTPONED 
 Check back for a new date soon! (October 2020)

Charitable Taco Tuesday 
Casa Figueroa, Pleasant Ridge 

Enjoy good food and help raise funds for the Sisters. 
CHECK WEBSITE FOR DATE

We are waiting to reschedule date when COVID-19 is resolved. 
Book your table at resy.com or call (513)631-3333. 

Spaghetti Supper 
*NEW DATE* 
July 18, 2020 

St. Paul’s Home – 3 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
The 10th Annual Spaghetti Supper fundraiser! 

Join us for a great meal, raffle baskets, and good fun! 
Sauce To-Go sales on Friday, July 17  from 1 p.m. - 7 p.m..

Christmas Boutique
November 13 - 14, 2020

St. Paul’s Home 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Join us for affordable gifts and Holiday décor 
to benefit the Activity Department. 

Baked goods and more for sale!

COVID-19, Coronoavirus
Thank you all for your patience and support during this national pandemic. We are still here, 

trying to stay healthy and happy! We have been utilizing technology to allow Residents to 
still communicate with their families. When this is over we will need your continued support 

volunteering, visits, and donations. But for now we just want to say thank you for showing us you 
are here for us and we hope you know we are here for you. We would not be here without you! 


